
TOWN OF WILLIAMSPORT 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

August 9, 2010 

 

 
A regular meeting of the Williamsport Mayor and Council was held on August 9, 2010, at the 

Williamsport Town Hall in Williamsport, MD at 7:00 p.m. 

  

In attendance were: 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II 

Assistant Mayor Anthony Drury 

Councilwoman Joan Knode 

Councilman Tim Fraker 

Councilman Jim Kalbfleisch 

Councilwoman Tearza Knode 

Councilman Larry Jessop 

Town Attorney, Ed Kuczynski 

 

Also, present Donnie Stotelmyer, Town Clerk 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II called the meeting to order. Mayor McCleaf asked all in 

attendance to stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Joan Knode to accept the minutes of the regular 

meeting of June 12, 2010 and the Workshop minutes of August 2, 2010. Seconded by 

Assistant Mayor Anthony Drury with all voting in favor, motion carried. 

 

Financial Report 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reported that due to the Town of Williamsport’s financial audit 

for 2009 conducted by Draper and McGinley of Frederick, Md. the financial report for the 

month of July 2010 will be given at the September council meeting on September 13, 2010. 

  

Guests   

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II introduced Michael Sparks, Town of Williamsport’s Director of 

Economic Development and Community Relations. Mr. Sparks explained to the mayor and 

council about what has been accomplished and what will be worked on since his 

employment. He outlined the process of revitalizing the downtown with the CARE process. 

C- Connecting the various assets of the Town both physically and aesthetically.  

A- Align and inform the merchants with the needs and demographics of tourists.  

R- Rebuild through improving building conditions with Code Enforcement and Ordinance 

changes. Mr. Sparks also spoke of several projects to revitalize key building in Town Center. 

E- Entertainment and how to create excitement to pull tourist activity into the town so that it 

can be built upon and capitalized on by a revitalized Town Center. 

 

Mr. Sparks also outlined his attempts at securing funding through grants and explained which 

attempts were fruitful or appear to be likely.  

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II introduced Ms. Terri Leiter of Leiters Fine Catering of 

Williamsport, Maryland. Ms. Leiter thanked the mayor an council for holding the Davisson 



Brothers concert and dance at the Springfield Farm on in Friday July 2, 2010. Ms. Leiter 

explained to the mayor and council that after the expenses were taken out for the event she 

would like to donate $200 to the continue renovation of the Barn. 

Mayor McCleaf thanked her for her generous donation. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reviewed with the council concerning the public hearing which 

was held on August 9, 2010 at 6:15 pm concerning the abandonment of the alleyway behind 

the former Red Barron property located at the corner of Artizan and Potomac St. in 

Williamsport. Mayor McCleaf recommended that the council delay on any decisions 

concerning this alleyway abandonment. 

Mr. Travis Poole Esq. from Poole & Kane Attorneys at Law addressed the council and 

requested that the council vote to approve the alleyway abandonment. 

The council decided to take no action on the alleyway abandonment. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf reported that Congressman Roscoe Bartlett will be hosting a Public 

Forum at the Community Building located in Byron Memorial Park in Monday August 16, 

2010 at 7 pm. Congressman Bartlett will meet the Mayor and Council at 6:30 pm. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II informed the council that this coming Friday August 13, 2010 

the Williamsport Creamery will be hosting a Cruise-In to celebrate their Grand Opening. 

Festivities begin at 6 pm to 9 pm. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reported that the Maryland Department of the Environment will 

be hosting a Public Information meeting at the Community Building located in Byron 

Memorial Park in Monday August 30, 2010 at 7 pm. This hearing is being held to inform the 

residents that C. William Hetzer has applied for a permit to install (1) 300 ton per hour shale 

crushing and screening plant equipped with a wet suppression system, a 430 Horsepower 

diesel engine and a 125 horsepower diesel engine these machine would be located at 15365 

Clear Spring Rd. Williamsport, Maryland. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reported that a Public Hearing by the Board of Commissioners 

and the Planning Commission on Monday August 30, 2010 at 7 pm at the Washington 

County Court House, Court Room 1 located 95 W. Washington Street, Hagerstown, 

Maryland. This concerns the Washington County Water and Sewerage Plan 2009 update. 

 

Reports 

 

 

 

Board of Elections Supervisor  

 

No Report 

 

Board of Zoning and Appeals 

 

Ed Kuczynski reported that there is one case pending for 4 Star Athletic Club concerning a 

special exception and variance for off street parking requirements. 

 

History and Museum Board 

 



Mr. Jerry Knode of the History and Museum Board reported that the Town of Williamsport’s 

Museum is open every Sunday. He also reported that upcoming events include Williamsport 

Day’s which is scheduled in Byron Memorial Park on August 28
th

 and 29
th

 2010. A Ghost 

Walk, a WWII weekend and a Charlie Brown Christmas. 

 

Planning Commission 

 

No Report 

 

Land Use 

 

Ed Kuczynski reported that the law firm has been working on a Town of Williamsport 

Comprehensive Plan and should be completed in the next few weeks. 

 

 

Legal Council 

 

No Report 

 

Code Enforcement 

 

No Report 

 

Sheriff’s Report 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II gave the Sheriff’s report for July 2010. 

 

Council Reports 

 

Councilman Timothy Fraker reported that: 

 

- Over 600 children were taught how to swim through the American Red Cross 

swimming lessons 

 

- 16 private parties were held at the pool throughout the summer 

 

- 31 parties signed up for either a family or individual pool passes 

 

- 6 children’s recreational camps used the pool in a weekly basis such as: Citi Kids, 

Washington County Recreational and Rehoboth UMC 

 

- Other groups have regularly used the pool including: Cedar Ridge Boys Home, 

Williamsport HS gym classes, Boy Scout camps, and biking groups that stop along 

the C & O canal. 

 

- Only three incidents were reported throughout the summer 

 

Councilman James Kalbfleisch reported that we are continuing to discuss with Downes & 

Associates about updating the Town of Williamsport’s tariff and proposal to update tariff is 

underway. 

 



RGGI credit for the month of July 2010 is 59 cents per customer 

 

Diamond Electric will be replacing the transformers at Williamsport High School and 

Springfield Middle School. 

 

He also reported that the Maryland Energy Administration is offering a rebate on energy 

efficient appliances. Residents can obtain information at Town Hall or by accessing 

www.energy.maryland.gov. 

 

The Town of Williamsport has received a $13,000 grant from the Maryland Energy 

Administration to replace the boiler in the Community Building located in Byron Memorial 

Park. 

 

Council Woman Tearza Knode had no report 

 

Assistant Mayor Anthony Drury reported that the Bike Nite committee will be meeting in the 

near future to review the Bike Nite event that was held on Saturday, July 17, 2010. 

 

Council Woman Joan Knode reported that that there have been three weddings held at the 

Springfield Farm Barn so far this year, there is a youth event, The Last Blast, scheduled for 

Saturday August 14, 2010 and on Saturday August 28, 2010 The Springfield Farm Barn will 

host a Cruise-In and a Lost in the 50’s dance. For more information they can contact Jimmy 

Black.  

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reported that National Night Out on Tuesday August 3, 2010 

was a huge success and commended Deputy Carl Witmer for organizing a great event. 

Comments by the residences were this was the best National Night Out so far. 

He reported that he attended a ground breaking ceremony for the C & O Canal at Big Slack 

Water and he stated that that all the political and C & O Canal staff said the next renovation 

portion of the canal will be at Williamsport which will include Lock 44, the railroad lift 

bridge and the aqueduct. 

Mayor McCleaf presented town resident and Williamsport Conococheague Little League 

President, Walter Williams with a check in the amount of $2,184.26, from FEMA for a 

reimbursement of the damage to the batting cage due to the February snow storms. The Town 

submitted documentation of the damages to FEMA on behalf of Concocheague Little 

League. 

Mayor McCleaf reported that the Town of Williamsport in fiscal year 2009 received in grants 

and loans over 1.5 million dollars some of the funds were used for the I & I project, 

‘Greening of the Downtown’ area and the boat ramp project. 

Mayor McCleaf also reported that Thrasher Engineering held the bid opening for the 

revitalization of the town’s four pump stations. The bidding was held on August 6, 2010 at 2 

pm at Town Hall. Once Thrasher reviews the bids they will be sending the town a certified 

bid tabulation sheet for the mayor and council to review. 

http://www.energy.maryland.gov/


Mayor McCleaf stated that the town will be hosting a Cruise-In on Friday August 13, 2010 

from 6-8 pm in conjunction with the grand opening of the Williamsport Creamery. 

Mayor McCleaf informed the council that Monty Jones has resigned from the council and 

that he would need to appoint a new council member to fill the seat. He recommended that 

Larry Jessop be appointed. Councilman Tim Fraker made a motion to accept Larry Jessop to 

be appointed to the council. It was seconded by Assistant Mayor Anthony Drury, all in favor, 

motion carried.  

Mayor McCleaf invited Larry Jessop to the front of the council chamber where Mayor 

McCleaf administered the oath of office to Mr. Jessop. Mr. Jessop was then invited to sit 

with the mayor and council. 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II reported that the Boys and Girls Club of Hagerstown received a 

grant that will provide funding for a full-time Boys and Girls Club at the Community 

Building at Byron Memorial Park for this coming school year. The mayor stated that his goal 

is to renovate the basement of the Community Building so the Boys and Girls Club could use 

this area for their program. He also stated that the director of the Boys and Girls Club, Buck 

Browning, stated that this program should begin sometime in September. 

 

 

Unfinished Business  
 

None 

 

New Business   

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II informed the council that the Breast Cancer Awareness of 

Cumberland Valley Inc. is requesting permission to tie pink ribbons on the parking meters, 

utility pole and trees along Conococheague St. The ‘Park in the Pink’ awareness ribbons will 

be placed Monday October 11
th

 and removed by Friday, October 15
th

 by their volunteers. The 

‘Park in the Pink’ Awareness campaign will be held in conjunction with our pink ribbon 

events held during Breast Cancer Awareness month held in October. 

Mayor McCleaf suggested luminaries along with what we have done in the past. 

 

Discussion was held by the council concerning the request and the consensus of the council 

was to grant permission the Cumberland Valley chapter to hang the ribbons. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II was please to announce to the council that the Town of 

Williamsport will be receiving an Empowering Clean Energy Award. As part of the State of 

Maryland energy efficiency  and block grant program for the US dept of Energy. The Town 

of Williamsport will be receiving a grant for $13,000 Mayor McCleaf said he would like to 

see the funds used to replace the boiler in the Community Building in Byron Memorial Park. 

Mayor McCleaf explained to the council that bids will be submitted for this project through 

the Washington County Administrative Design Fee. These bids will be submitted by Beaver 

Mechanical and Miller & Anderson. The bids must include buy American and Davis Bacon 

wages. 

The bids will be presented at the council meeting scheduled for Monday September, 13, 

2010. 



 

Mayor James G, McCleaf II explained to the council that Kent Phippen race director for 

RAGNAR relay in Washington DC is requesting permission to use Byron Memorial Park as 

a stopping point on their 200 mile relay race starting in Cumberland, Maryland and ending in 

Washington DC. The race will start on Friday morning in Cumberland on September 24, 

2010. The runners will run through the night until they reach the finish line on Saturday, 

September 25, 2010 in DC. The runners should arrive in Byron Memorial Park around 2 am. 

Volunteers will arrive beforehand to set up and tear down the area. 

The mayor and council held discussion on the details of the race events, pavilion #1 has been 

reserved and Mr. Ken Phippen will pay the normal rental fee of $75 for its use. 

Councilwoman Tearza Knode made a motion to permit RAGNAR Relay to utilize Byron 

Memorial Park, seconded by Councilwoman Joan Knode all voting in favor, motion carried. 

 

Mayor James G. McCleaf II that a correspondence was received from Mr. Michael Schwab, 

he is the property owner concerning his water bill. Mayor McCleaf explained that Mr. 

Schwab received his quarterly water bill for the amount of $3418.61. Mr. Schwab had 

explained that the water heater had broken and water had leaked into his basement area. Mr. 

Schwab is requesting that his sewer portion of the bill be adjusted. Mr. Schwab provided the 

mayor and council a copy of the invoice for the repairs made to the water heater. 

 

The council held discussion on Mr. Schwab’s request and decided that no action will be 

taken on the matter. 

 

 

Citizen Participation  

 

Town resident and business owner of the Candlelight Inn, Tonya Williams questioned 

Director of Economic Development and Community Relations Director, Mike Sparks 

concerning signage for businesses in the downtown area. She wanted to know when will the 

signs be made available. 

Mr. Sparks responded that the new signage on place at the Cushwa Basin by Septmember. 

She also questioned him as to why he is recruiting new businesses to come to town when the 

businesses here are already struggling. He replied that the more variety of businesses in the 

area will bring more people to the area by giving them more choices. 

 

Fire Policeman for Washington County, Michael Decker, addressed the mayor and council 

and informed them that he will be working closely with the town for any events they may be 

hosting that will require fire police assistance. He thanked the mayor and council for their 

support and said he looks forward to working with the town on any issues related to traffic 

control or safety. 

 

Mr. George Stumbaugh, town resident thanked the mayor and council for a nice evening at 

the National Night Out. Mayor McCleaf responded that Deputy Witmer deserves all the 

credit and thanks the council and town employees for all their work to make the event a 

success. 

 

Town resident, Walter Williams questioned Mayor McCleaf about contacting the 

Washington County Health Dept. concerning the drilling of a new well at the minor league 

field in Williamsport. Mayor McCleaf responded that he had not contacted the health 

department but will follow up on that. 

Mr. Williams questioned the mayor as to why town residence get a reduced rental fee for use 

of the pavilions in Byron Memorial Park. Councilwoman Joan Knode responded that the 



mayor and council had agreed to set one fee for the rentals. In years past out of town 

residence would get town residence to rent for them at the in town rate. To prevent that from 

happening the mayor and council decided to have one set fee. 

 

Town resident and business owner, James Jewels informed the council that he abides by all 

of the town rules when he rents any of the pavilions at the park and he feels the mayor and 

council did the right thing by setting one fee for everyone and he hopes they continue with 

just one fee. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman James Kalbfleisch, seconded by Assistant Mayor 

Anthony Drury, to adjourn, with all voting in favor, motion carried, meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Donnie Stotelmyer 

Town Clerk 

Town of Williamsport 


